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Worship for Sunday, 25 October 2026 

+ Reformation Sunday, Year A 
 

Actively Sharing Christ's Love in Community 

______________________________________ 

 

Prelude​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Largo ​ ​ George Frederic Handel​ ​  

 

Confession and Forgiveness​ ​ ​ ​ Please Stand  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who pours love into our hearts 

and healing upon the earth. 

Amen. 

 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, 

let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Compassionate God, 

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness 

in the world and in our own hearts. 

Creation groans from overuse. 

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. 

Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. 

Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love 

to others. 

Turn our hearts back to you. 

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another. 

Renew us to live as your holy people, 

following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Hear this good news: 

We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 

in whom there is no condemnation, 

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 

Receive freely this healing gift of grace. 

Amen.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ You may be seated. 
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Gathering Hymn NCH #454​ ​ I Want to Be a Christian    

 

Apostolic Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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Canticle of Praise 
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Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray: 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the 

church in every age. We pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it with your 

truth and peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; 

where in anything it is amiss, reform it; where it is right, strengthen it; 

where it is in need, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake 

of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

First Reading    Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new 

covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be 

like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by 

the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 

broke, though I was married to them, says the Lord. But this is the 

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, 

says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 

hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer 

shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for 

they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the 

Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 46​ ​ ​ ​    ​ ​ ​ Please Read Responsively 

 

God is our refuge and strength, 

  a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 

though its waters rage and foam, 

  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

  the holy habitation of the Most High. 

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 

  God shall help it at the break of day. 

The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth melts away. 

The Lord of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

Come now, regard the works of the Lord, 

  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 

behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 

  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields 

with fire. 

“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the 

earth.” 

The Lord of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
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Second Reading   Romans 3:19-28 

 

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who 

are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole 

world may be held accountable to God. For “no human being will be 

justified in the sight of God” by deeds prescribed by the law, for 

through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 

 

But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been 

disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 

For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God; they are now justified by God’s grace as a gift, through 

the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a 

sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. This was to 

show God’s righteousness, because in divine forbearance God had 

passed over the sins previously committed; it was to prove at the 

present time that God is righteous and that God justifies the one who 

has faith in Jesus. 

Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By 

that of works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that a person is 

justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Gospel Acclamation              ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Please Stand 
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Gospel   John 8:31-36 

P: The holy Gospel according to John, the 8th Chapter 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus said to the Judeans who had believed in him, “If you continue 

in my word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and 

the truth will make you free.” They answered him, “We are descendants 

of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by 

saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits 

sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the 

household; the son has a place there forever. “So if the Son makes you 

free, you will be free indeed.” 

  

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ 

Sermon​  
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Hymn of the Day #505​ ​ A Mighty Fortress Is Our God        
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Prayers and Peace 

P: Hear us, O God.  

C: Your mercy is great.  

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

From your place in the congregation, feel free to share a sign of 

peace with other members of the assembly. 

 

Offering​ 
​  

Offertory ​ Woke Up This Morning ​ ​ Sung by: LMLC Chancel Choir 

 

Offertory Prayer                     ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Please stand 

 

P: God of creation, 

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 

All blessings are from you; 

make us generous with what we have. 

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts 

in service to you and in love to our neighbors, 

today and always. 

C: Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Eucharistic Liturgy 

 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 

you have brought us this far along the way. 

  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 

but guided us into the path of love and light. 

In every age you sent prophets 

to make known your loving will for all humanity. 

The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 

our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant 

to preach good news to the afflicted, 

to break bread with the outcast and despised, 

and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, 

we await the day when Jesus shall return 

to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. 

Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen. 

Amen. 

  

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 

to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup 

with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen. 

Amen. 

  

Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, 

that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 

we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer  

 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 

daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 

us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion        ​ ​ ​ You may be seated 

Please proceed up the center aisle to pick up a piece of bread from the Presiding 

minister and a glass of either wine or grape juice from the assisting minister.  

There will be a basket off to the side where you can dispose of your used cup. The 

communion bread is all gluten free, but does contain honey.  All are welcome to 

receive from Christ’s table.  

You may also come forward with your arms crossed to receive a blessing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAGE 12 



 

Communion Hymn #515​ ​ Break Now the Bread of Life 
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Communion Hymn #474​ ​ ​ Bread of Life from Heaven  
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Post-communion Prayer  

P: Sustaining God, 

with this bread and cup, 

you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve your world. 

Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 

following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

C: Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Sending Hymn #878​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Soli Deo Gloria    
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Postlude​ ​ ​ ​ Mazurka on B Flat ​ ​ Frederic Chopin 

 

Dismissal 

P: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Pastor Sara Funkhouser​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Preacher/Presider  

Chrissie Goldstein​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Musician 

Julie Moe​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Communion Assistant 

Mark Chapman & Christine Lawson​ ​ ​ Ushers 

Gordon Trombley (1st & psalm)​ ​ ​ ​ Lectors 

Allene Steinberg (2nd) 

Lollie Ellingson​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Altar Care 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

First Reading: Revelation 7:9-17 

Psalm: Psalm 34:1-10, 22 

Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-3 

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 

 

 

Additional Financial Reports 

As we did not have all of the reports last week before printing the bulletin, here 

are the additional reports that are usually included.  
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Announcements:  

 

Pat Yoder's Memorial Service: We apologize for the delay in getting this 

information to you, but for those interested in attending, Pat Yoder's Memorial 

Service will be held this afternoon at 2:00 P.M. at Trinity Presbyterian Church in 

Shoreline.  
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All Saints Sunday: Next Sunday, November 1st, we will have our service 

remembering all of our beloveds who have joined the company of the saints in light. 

As usual, we will read the names of our dear members who have died this past year, 

and we will have a remembrance table in the back where you can place photos of 

your loved ones. If you are unable to attend that service, but you would still like to 

include your loved ones on that memorial table, please bring (or email) a photo of 

them to the office; we do, however, ask that you please include a note with their 

name and yours so that we can return your photos to you after the service.  

 

Journeying Together: In an effort to give us more time to engage with one 

another, our Lutheran tradition, and Scripture, we are going to start a new activity 

twice-monthly beginning October 11th after worship. Whether you are interested in 

becoming a member, you’re a long-time member, or you’re just interested in 

learning more, all are welcome to join! We will not be meeting October 25th, but we 

will meet again on November 8th.  

 

We will determine the pattern of the meetings together, but it will include the 

following components: a brief lesson on a theological topic, Bible Study, small group 

discussion, and time to gather around a meal together.  

 

November Food Pantry Theme: Holiday Meals  

 

As we head into November and December, we are thinking of holiday foods we 

might stock in the Free Little Pantry. We are thankful for anything you donate but 

here are some suggestions: 

 

• Canned chicken or turkey 

• Boxed potatoes 

• Stuffing mixes 

• Gravy (canned or dry mixes) 

• Canned cranberries 

• Canned pumpkin pie mix 

• Olives 

• Cake mixes 

• Cookie mixes 

• Baking chips (chocolate etc.) 

• Small bags of flour or sugar 

• Baking oil 

• Baking soda or powder 

• Salt 

 

Thank you so much for your generosity!  
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Grief Group: Our grief group will be moving to regularly scheduled times on 

Wednesday mornings, with our next grief group gathering being on Wednesday, 

November 4th, at 11:00 A.M. at church.  

 

Broadview-Thomson Winter Coat Drive: Our neighbors at 

Broadview-Thomson want to make sure that kids are staying warm this winter, so, 

as in past years, they are hosting a coat drive from now until November 13th. You 

are welcome to donate coats here and we will bring them over, or you can use their 

online giving page to donate funds which will go toward the purchase of winter gear.  

 

Bell Choir Rehearsals Continue after Worship: In preparation for Christmas, 

our Bell Choir will be rehearsing after worship! Whether you have been in the bell 

choir before or you would like to give it a shot, all are welcome to join in joyful bell 

ringing! Please see Chrissie after worship if you are interested.  

 

Upcoming Events 
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Copyrights and permissions: 

Portions of this service are taken from Evangelical Lutheran Worship/Sundays and Seasons, © 2006, and UCC Worship Ways. 

Used by permission under license #SAS013955 
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The hymn, Bread of Life from Heaven, is © by GIA Publications, Inc. 
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