
 

Luther Memorial Lutheran Church 

13047 Greenwood Ave N, Seattle, WA 98133 

Worship for Sunday, 30 August 2026 

+ 14th Sunday after Pentecost, Year A 
 

Actively Sharing Christ's Love in Community 

______________________________________ 

 

Prelude​ ​  

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism​ ​ ​ ​ Please Stand  

We gather at this font, O God, 

creator of oceans and rivers, rain and snow. 

We praise you for Bitter Lake, Piper’s Creek, Elliott Bay, Shilshole Bay, 

Puget Sound, and for the water you provide us each day. 

  

We praise your Spirit, hovering over this font. 

We bless you for this cleansing water of rebirth, 

this flood of endless mercy, 

and for all the baptized around this blue planet. 

 

All the waters are yours, O God, 

even stagnant rivers, wells nearly dry, 

and lakes that are merely puddles. 

We beg you to heed the cries of everyone suffering from drought and 

wildfires in the Pacific Northwest. 

As you saved Hagar and Ishmael in the desert, 

so now save all those creatures dying of thirst, smoke, and fire. 

Pour down rain and fill up the wells so that all of creation may live. 

  

We ask you, almighty Provider, 

to give us the water we need, 

and we praise you for the sustenance you grant at this font. 

By the water of our baptism empower us 

to pour out ourselves for others 

and to safeguard the waters of your earth. 

  

To you, Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

Sea of holiness, Spring of salvation, Cloud of mystery, 

be all praise and thanksgiving, 

now and forever. 

Amen.  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ You may be seated. 
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Gathering Hymn #879​ ​ For the Beauty of the Earth  

 

 

Apostolic Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray: 

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the 

sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of 

obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

First Reading    Jeremiah 15:15-21 

 

O Lord, you know; 

  remember me and visit me, 

  and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. 

 In your forbearance do not take me away; 

  know that on your account I suffer insult. 

Your words were found, and I ate them, 

  and your words became to me a joy 

  and the delight of my heart; 

 for I am called by your name, 

  O Lord, God of hosts. 

I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, 

  nor did I rejoice; 

 under the weight of your hand I sat alone, 

  for you had filled me with indignation. 

Why is my pain unceasing, 

  my wound incurable, 

  refusing to be healed? 

 Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, 

  like waters that fail. 

 

Therefore thus says the Lord: 

 If you turn back, I will take you back, 

  and you shall stand before me. 

 If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, 

  you shall serve as my mouth. 

 It is they who will turn to you, 

  not you who will turn to them. 
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And I will make you to this people 

  a fortified wall of bronze; 

 they will fight against you, 

  but they shall not prevail over you, 

 for I am with you 

  to save you and deliver you, 

 says the Lord. 

I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, 

  and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 26:1-8​​    ​ ​ ​ Please Read Responsively 

 

Give judgment for me, O Lord, for I have lived with integrity; 

  I have trusted in the Lord and have not faltered. 

Test me, O Lord, and try me; 

  examine my heart and my mind. 

For your steadfast love is before my eyes; 

  I have walked faithfully with you. 

I have not sat with the worthless, 

  nor do I consort with the deceitful. 

I have hated the company of evildoers; 

  I will not sit down with the wicked. 

I will wash my hands in innocence, O Lord, 

  that I may go in procession round your altar, 

singing aloud a song of thanksgiving 

  and recounting all your wonderful deeds. 

Lord, I love the house in which you dwell 

  and the place where your glory abides. 
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Second Reading   Romans 12:9-21 

 

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 

love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing 

honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in 

hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the 

needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 

Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in 

harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the 

lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil 

for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is 

possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, 

never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is 

written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your 

enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them 

something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on 

their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Gospel Acclamation              ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Please Stand 
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Gospel   Matthew 16:21-28 

P: The holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 16th Chapter 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the 

Messiah,] Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 

Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and 

chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 

And Peter took Jesus aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God 

forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” But he turned and 

said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; 

for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 

things.” 

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, 

let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For 

those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their 

life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the 

whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for 

their life? 

“For the Son-of-Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his 

Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly 

I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before 

they see the Son-of-Man coming in his dominion.” 

  

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ 

Sermon​  
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Hymn of the Day ACS #1043​ ​ ​ Spirit, Open My Heart     
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Apostles’ Creed 

 

​ ​ I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

​ ​ creator of heaven and earth. 

 

​ ​ I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

​ ​ who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

​ ​ born of the virgin Mary, 

​ ​ suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

​ ​ was crucified, died, and was buried; 

​ ​ he descended to the dead.* 

​ ​ On the third day he rose again; 

​ ​ he ascended into heaven, 

​ ​ he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

​ ​ and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

​ ​ I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

​ ​ the holy catholic church, 

​ ​ the communion of saints, 

​ ​ the forgiveness of sins, 

​ ​ the resurrection of the body, 

​ ​ and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Blessing of Backpacks 

 

Prayers and Peace 

P: Hear us, O God.  

C: Your mercy is great.  

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

From your place in the congregation, feel free to share a sign of 

peace with other members of the assembly. 

 

Offering​​  

 

Offertory  
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Offertory Prayer                     ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Please stand 

 

P: Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 

so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

  

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Liturgy 

Holy God, mighty and merciful, 

your people praise you, saying: 

Your mercy endures forever. 

Your mercy endures forever. 

  

By your promise 

you bound yourself to earth and all its creatures, 

granting them life and calling them to flourish, 

setting the sign of your bow in the clouds, 

the colors of your love and faithfulness. 

Your mercy endures forever. 

Your mercy endures forever. 

  

By your promise 

you bound yourself to your people of old, 

blessing them with family outnumbering the stars 

and calling them to be a blessing to others, 

showing them steadfast love in every generation 

and calling them to be a light to the nations. 

Your mercy endures forever. 

Your mercy endures forever. 
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By your promise 

you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved, 

grafting us into your living Vine, 

and calling us to bear the fruit of your self-giving love. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

With this bread and cup 

we remember his life laid down and lifted up 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

  

Send your Holy Spirit upon us 

and these gifts of bread and wine. 

Bless us to be a blessing. 

Make us a sign of your faithfulness. 

Send us to tend and cherish the earth 

and to serve the world with mercy and love. 

  

With all the saints in light, 

with the earth and all its creatures, 

with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, through Christ Jesus, 

in your Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer  

 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 

daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 

us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion        ​ ​ ​ You may be seated 

Please proceed up the center aisle to pick up a piece of bread from the Presiding 

minister and a glass of either wine or grape juice from the assisting minister.  

There will be a basket off to the side where you can dispose of your used cup. The 

communion bread is all gluten free, but does contain honey.  All are welcome to 

receive from Christ’s table.  

You may also come forward with your arms crossed to receive a blessing. 
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Communion Hymn #659​ ​ Will You Let Me Be Your Servant 
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Communion Hymn ACS #1062​​ ​ Build a Longer Table  

 

 

Post-communion Prayer  

P: Compassionate God, 

through the gifts of bread and wine 

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 

Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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Blessing 

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. 

Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn #710​ ​ ​ Let Streams of Living Justice    
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Postlude​  

 

Dismissal 

P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Pastor Sara Funkhouser​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Preacher/Presider  ​ ​  

Julie Moe​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Musician 

Lesley Morical​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Communion Assistant 

Laurie Meade​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Usher 

McFarland Family​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Lectors 

Vicki Cook ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Altar Care 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

First Reading: Genesis 1:1-2:4a 

Psalm: Psalm 148 

Second Reading: Acts 17: 22a, 24-28 

Gospel: John 1: 1-5 

 

Announcements:  

 

Take Us Out to the Ballgame! Thank you to everyone who expressed 

interest in going to a Seattle Mariners game with Luther Memorial this Fall. 

We are happy to share that we will be heading to the game on Saturday, 

September 5th! The game is at 6:40 P.M. against the Athletics. Our seats 

will be in right field, with minimal stairs. We have reserved 23 spots, 3 of 

which are ADA seats, but can always add more if there is even greater interest. 

As the game gets closer, we will coordinate heading down to the game together 

on the Link from church, for those who are interested in doing so. If you are 

interested in attending, please submit your name and payment to the office. 

Suggested donation is $30, but we will be able to assist any who need help 

covering the cost. Please contact Pastor Sara if you have any questions. We're 

excited for this outing together! If we still have tickets available, we will be 

opening them to others for purchase on August 31st to make sure that we fill 

all our seats. 
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Pippin at 12 Ave Arts: Our former musician, Cynthia, who was with you all 

last Sunday is inviting anyone who is interested to see her in Reboot Theatre 

Company's performance of Pippin, starting September 11th!  

 

Book Club: Our next book club meeting will be on Saturday, September 26th 

at 10:30 A.M. on Zoom. We will be reading the book Saoirse by Charleen 

Hurtubise. All are welcome to join!  

 

School Supply Drive: As we prepare for our Blessing of the Backpacks this 

Sunday, and the start of the school year, we will be hosting a school supply 

drive at church for the next few weeks to donate to our neighbors at 

Broadview-Thomson. They are specifically in need of adult sized backpacks for 

the middle school students, but any other supplies are greatly appreciated!  

 

Seattle Teacher's Union Authorizes Strike: At their meeting last night, 

the Seattle Teacher's Union voted overwhelmingly to authorize a strike if a 

contract is not agreed upon by September 1st. In the event that the teachers 

and staff in the Seattle School District go on strike again this year, as during 

previous such times, we will be opening the church for them to use the 

bathroom and take a break from walking around outside the school. We will 

plan to provide refreshments for them again too, so please feel free to drop off 

any pastries, individual snack packets, bags of coffee and/or containers of 

creamer, chocolate, etc. Even if they do not end up striking, the start of this 

school year has already been draining for many of the teachers and staff, so if 

you would like to drop off any treats for them, Pastor Sara would be happy to 

deliver them across the street. Any little thing we can do to help them feel 

supported is greatly appreciated! 

 

Popsicles for the 1st Day of School: As we have done in previous years, 

we are going to pass out popsicles to the students at Broadview-Thomson on 

the first day of school. The 1st day of school is currently planned for 

September 2nd, however this could change in the event of a strike by the 

teachers. Please arrive by 2:15 P.M. All are welcome to join Pastor Sara for this 

time of joy and celebration! We will do our best to keep you updated about 

when the school year will officially begin. 
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Food Pantry Donations: We will not be having specific food pantry 

donation themes this summer, but any donation you make is still greatly 

appreciated, as the need for food in our community remains high. Thank you 

so much for your generosity! Below are some specific items that are always 

requested:  

●​ Canned chicken 

●​ Canned fish 

●​ Shelf stable milk 

●​ Ramen noodles  

●​ Canned fruit or fruit cups  

●​ Bread 

●​ Tortillas 

●​ English muffins 

●​ Bagels  

●​ Tortillas 

●​ Anything else that you find which is a good buy 
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Upcoming Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

Copyrights and permissions: 
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The hymn, Spirit, Open My Heart, is © by Pilgrim Press/United Church Press 
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