
 

Luther Memorial Lutheran Church 

13047 Greenwood Ave N, Seattle, WA 98133 

Worship for Sunday, 23 August 2026 

+ 13th Sunday after Pentecost, Year A 
 

Actively Sharing Christ's Love in Community 

______________________________________ 

 

Prelude​ ​  

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism​ ​ ​ ​ Please Stand  

We gather at this font, O God, 

creator of oceans and rivers, rain and snow. 

We praise you for Bitter Lake, Piper’s Creek, Elliott Bay, Shilshole Bay, 

Puget Sound, and for the water you provide us each day. 

  

We praise your Spirit, hovering over this font. 

We bless you for this cleansing water of rebirth, 

this flood of endless mercy, 

and for all the baptized around this blue planet. 

 

All the waters are yours, O God, 

even stagnant rivers, wells nearly dry, 

and lakes that are merely puddles. 

We beg you to heed the cries of everyone suffering from drought and 

wildfires in the Pacific Northwest. 

As you saved Hagar and Ishmael in the desert, 

so now save all those creatures dying of thirst, smoke, and fire. 

Pour down rain and fill up the wells so that all of creation may live. 

  

We ask you, almighty Provider, 

to give us the water we need, 

and we praise you for the sustenance you grant at this font. 

By the water of our baptism empower us 

to pour out ourselves for others 

and to safeguard the waters of your earth. 

  

To you, Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

Sea of holiness, Spring of salvation, Cloud of mystery, 

be all praise and thanksgiving, 

now and forever. 

Amen.  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ You may be seated. 
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Gathering Hymn ACS #979​ ​ ​ Making Their Way  
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Apostolic Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray: 

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of 

our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, 

that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

First Reading    Isaiah 51:1-6 

 

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, 

  you that seek the Lord. 

 Look to the rock from which you were hewn, 

  and to the quarry from which you were dug. 

Look to Abraham your father 

  and to Sarah who bore you; 

 for Abraham was but one when I called him, 

  but I blessed him and made him many. 

For the Lord will comfort Zion, 

  comfort all its waste places, 

 and will make its wilderness like Eden, 

  and its desert like the garden of the Lord; 

 joy and gladness will be found in Zion, 

  thanksgiving and the voice of song. 

 

Listen to me, my people, 

  and give heed to me, my nation; 

 for a teaching will go out from me, 

  and my justice for a light to the peoples. 

I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, 

  my salvation has gone out 

  and my arms will rule the peoples; 
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 the coastlands wait for me, 

  and for my arm they hope. 

Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 

  and look at the earth beneath; 

 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 

  the earth will wear out like a garment, 

  and those who live on it will die like gnats; 

 but my salvation will be forever, 

  and my deliverance will never be ended. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 138​ ​    ​ ​ ​ Please Read Responsively 

 

I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; 

  before the gods I will sing your praise. 

I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, 

because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; 

  for you have glorified your name and your word above all 

things. 

When I called, you answered me; 

  you increased my strength within me. 

All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, 

  when they have heard the words of your mouth. 

They will sing of the ways of the Lord, 

  that great is the glory of the Lord. 

The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, 

  perceiving the haughty from afar. 

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 

  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right 

hand shall save me. 

You will make good your purpose for me; 

  O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; do not 

abandon the works of your hands.     
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Second Reading   Romans 12:1-8 

 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of 

God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 

God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you 

may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and 

perfect. 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to 

think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think 

with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God 

has assigned. For as in one body we have many parts, and not all the 

parts have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in 

Christ, and individually we are parts one of another. We have gifts that 

differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to 

faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, 

in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 

compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Acclamation              ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Please Stand 

 

Gospel   Matthew 16:13-20 

P: The holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 16th Chapter 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he 

asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son-of-Man is?” And 

they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still 

others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  Jesus said to them, “But who 

do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, 

the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, 

Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, 

but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock 

I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against 

it. I will give you the keys of the dominion of heaven, and whatever you 

bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 

earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then Jesus sternly ordered the 

disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

  

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ 

Sermon​  
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Hymn of the Day #597​ ​ My Hope is Built on Nothing Less    
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Prayers and Peace 

P: Hear us, O God.  

C: Your mercy is great.  

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

From your place in the congregation, feel free to share a sign of 

peace with other members of the assembly. 

 

Offering​​  

 

Offertory  

 

Offertory Prayer                     ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Please stand 

 

P: Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 

so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving 

  

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Liturgy 

 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. 

  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

​C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 

daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 

us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion        ​ ​ ​ You may be seated 

Please proceed up the center aisle to pick up a piece of bread from the Presiding 

minister and a glass of either wine or grape juice from the assisting minister.  

There will be a basket off to the side where you can dispose of your used cup. The 

communion bread is all gluten free, but does contain honey.  All are welcome to 

receive from Christ’s table.  

You may also come forward with your arms crossed to receive a blessing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAGE 11 



 

Communion Hymn #645​ ​ Christ is Made the Sure Foundation 
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Communion Hymn #770​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Give Me Jesus  
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Post-communion Prayer  

P: Compassionate God, 

through the gifts of bread and wine 

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 

Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Blessing 

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. 

Amen. 
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Sending Hymn #576​ ​ ​ ​ We All Are One in Mission    
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Postlude​  

 

Dismissal 

P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Vicar Heidi Francis​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Preacher/Presider  ​ ​  

Cynthia Dario-Good​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Musician 

Laurie Meade​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Communion Assistant 

Carolyn Boswell & Lesley Morical​ ​ ​ Ushers 

Gorden Trombley (1st & Psalm)​ ​ ​ Lectors 

Donna Smith (2nd) 

Vicki Cook ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Altar Care 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

First Reading: Jeremiah 15:15-21 

Psalm: Psalm 26:1-8 

Second Reading: Romans 12:9-21 

Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28 

 

Announcements:  

 

Take Us Out to the Ballgame! Thank you to everyone who expressed 

interest in going to a Seattle Mariners game with Luther Memorial this Fall. 

We are happy to share that we will be heading to the game on Saturday, 

September 5th! The game is at 6:40 P.M. against the Athletics. Our seats 

will be in right field, with minimal stairs. We have reserved 23 spots, 3 of 

which are ADA seats, but can always add more if there is even greater interest. 

As the game gets closer, we will coordinate heading down to the game together 

on the Link from church, for those who are interested in doing so. If you are 

interested in attending, please submit your name and payment to the office. 

Suggested donation is $30, but we will be able to assist any who need help 

covering the cost. Please contact Pastor Sara if you have any questions. We're 

excited for this outing together!  
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August Grief Group Schedule: Our grief group will be gathering during 

the following times in August. As always, if you are interested in the grief 

group, but are unable to attend any of these sessions, please talk to Pastor 

Sara.  

●​ Tuesday, August 25th at 11:00 A.M. (rescheduled from August 18th) 

●​ Thursday, August 27th at 2:00 P.M. 

 

Upcoming Special Sunday Services: Mark your calendars for some 

special Sundays coming up in the next few weeks!  

●​ August 30th: Blessing of the Backpacks for teachers and students; you're 

invited to bring your backpacks/teacher bags for a special blessing before 

the school year begins 

●​ September 6th: Feast of Creation, the new holiday added to our liturgical 

calendar 

 

Food Pantry Donations: We will not be having specific food pantry 

donation themes this summer, but any donation you make is still greatly 

appreciated, as the need for food in our community remains high. Thank you 

so much for your generosity! Below are some specific items that are always 

requested:  

●​ Canned chicken 

●​ Canned fish 

●​ Shelf stable milk 

●​ Ramen noodles  

●​ Canned fruit or fruit cups  

●​ Bread 

●​ Tortillas 

●​ English muffins 

●​ Bagels  

●​ Tortillas 

●​ Anything else that you find which is a good buy 
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Financial Reports 

 

LMLC July Income Report: 

 

Gross:  $12,913.58 

Net: $ 12,293.84 

Feeding Ministry: $150.00 

Roof Fund: $125.00 

Room Use: $155.00 
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Upcoming Events 

 

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

Copyrights and permissions: 

Portions of this service are taken from Evangelical Lutheran Worship/Sundays and Seasons, © 2006, and UCC Worship Ways. 

Used by permission under license #SAS013955 

The hymn, Making Their Way, is © by GIA Publications, Inc. 

The hymn, Give Me Jesus, is © by Augsburg Fortress 

The hymn, We All Are One in Mission, is © by Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP) 

All used by permission under OneLicense.net #A-71913 
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