Luther Memorial Lutheran Church
13047 Greenwood Ave N, Seattle, WA 98133
Worship for Sunday, 9 August 2026
+ 11th Sunday after Pentecost, Year A

Actively Sharing Christ's Love in Community

Prelude

Thanksgiving for Baptism Please Stand
We gather at this font, O God,
creator of oceans and rivers, rain and snow.
We praise you for Bitter Lake, Piper’s Creek, Elliott Bay, Shilshole Bay,
Puget Sound, and for the water you provide us each day.

We praise your Spirit, hovering over this font.
We bless you for this cleansing water of rebirth,
this flood of endless mercy,

and for all the baptized around this blue planet.

All the waters are yours, O God,

even stagnant rivers, wells nearly dry,

and lakes that are merely puddles.

We beg you to heed the cries of everyone suffering from drought and
wildfires in the Pacific Northwest.

As you saved Hagar and Ishmael in the desert,

so now save all those creatures dying of thirst, smoke, and fire.

Pour down rain and fill up the wells so that all of creation may live.

We ask you, almighty Provider,

to give us the water we need,

and we praise you for the sustenance you grant at this font.
By the water of our baptism empower us

to pour out ourselves for others

and to safeguard the waters of your earth.

To you, Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit,

Sea of holiness, Spring of salvation, Cloud of mystery,

be all praise and thanksgiving,

now and forever.

Amen. You may be seated.
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Gathering Hymn #763

My Life Flows On in Endless Song
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I My life flowson in end - less song; a-bove earth’s lam-en - ta - tion,

2 Through all the tu - mult and the strife, 1 hear that mu-sic ring - ing.

3  What thoughmy joys and com-fortsdie? TheLord my Sav-ior liv - eth.

4 The  peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a foun-tain ev -er spring-ing!
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I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new cre - a - tion.
It finds an ech - o in my soul. How can [ keep from sing-ing?
What though the dark - ness gath-er round? Songs in the night he giv -eth.
All  things are mine since [ am his! How can [ keep from sing-ing?
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Apostolic Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray:
O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be
afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your children from fear, and
preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C: Amen.

Welcome and Announcements
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First Reading 1 Kings 19:9-18

At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave, and spent the
night there.

Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing
here, Elijah?” Elijah answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the
God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down
your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and
they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

The Lord said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord,
for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong
that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the
Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake,
but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire,
but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence.
When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and
stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said,
“What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous
for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the
sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” Then
the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram.
Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall
anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place.
Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever
escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave seven
thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every
mouth that has not kissed him.”

Word of God, Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 85:8-13 Please Read Responsively

I will listen to what the Lord God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn
their hearts to you.
Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell in our land.
Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
The Lord will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness shall go before the Lord
and shall prepare for God a pathway.
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Second Reading Romans 10:5-15

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the
law, that “the person who does these things will live by them.” But the
righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart,
‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or
‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from
the dead). But what does it say?

“The word is near you,

on your lips and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess
with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the
heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is
saved. The scripture says, “No one who believes in the Lord will be put
to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the
same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who ask for help. For,
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed?
And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard?
And how are they to hear without someone to preach? And how are
they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are
the feet of those who bring good news!”

Word of God, Word of Life.

C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Please Stand
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al - le - lu - 1a.

PAGE 6



Gospel Matthew 14:22-33
P: The holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 14th Chapter

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the
other side of the Sea of Galilee, while he dismissed the crowds. And
after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by
himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this
time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the
wind was against them. And early in the morning Jesus came walking
toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on
the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out
in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart,
here I am; do not be afraid.”

Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to
you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat,
started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when Peter
noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink,
he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand
and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you
doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in
the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon
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Hymn of the Day NCH #51 O Sing a Song of Bethlehem
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Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers and Peace
P: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
From your place in the congregation, feel free to share a sign of
peace with other members of the assembly.

Offering

Offertory
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Offertory Prayer Please stand

P: God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness
is sure. Word and water, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant
grace. Receive the gifts we bring, and nourish us to proclaim your abiding

love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our

strength and our song.

C: Amen.
Great Thanksgiving
i
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ;

who on this day overcame death and the grave,

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

Eucharistic Liturgy
Holy God, mighty and merciful,
your people praise you, saying;:
Your mercy endures forever.
Your mercy endures forever.

By your promise

you bound yourself to earth and all its creatures,
granting them life and calling them to flourish,
setting the sign of your bow in the clouds,

the colors of your love and faithfulness.

Your mercy endures forever.

Your mercy endures forever.

By your promise

you bound yourself to your people of old,

blessing them with family outnumbering the stars
and calling them to be a blessing to others,
showing them steadfast love in every generation
and calling them to be a light to the nations.

Your mercy endures forever.

Your mercy endures forever.
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By your promise

you joined us to Jesus, your Beloved,

grafting us into your living Vine,

and calling us to bear the fruit of your self-giving love.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup

we remember his life laid down and lifted up

as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Send your Holy Spirit upon us

and these gifts of bread and wine.

Bless us to be a blessing.

Make us a sign of your faithfulness.

Send us to tend and cherish the earth

and to serve the world with mercy and love.

With all the saints in light,

with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God, through Christ Jesus,
in your Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Distribution of Holy Communion You may be seated
Please proceed up the center aisle to pick up a piece of bread from the Presiding
minister and a glass of either wine or grape juice from the assisting minister.
There will be a basket off to the side where you can dispose of your used cup. The

communion bread is all gluten free, but does contain honey. All are welcome to
receive from Christ’s table.

You may also come forward with your arms crossed to receive a blessing.
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Communion Hymn #774 What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine
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I What a fel-low-ship, what a joy di-vine, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms;

2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pil-grim way, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms;
3 What have 1 to dread, what have I to fear, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms?
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what a bless-ed-ness, what a peace is mine, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
oh, how bright the path grows from day to day, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
I  have bless-ed peace with my Lord so near, lean-ing on the ev-er-last-ing arms.
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lean - ing on Je - sus, lean - ing on Je - sus,

Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1919
Music: SHOWALTER, Anthony J. Showalter, 1858-1924
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Communion Hymn #7773 Precious Lord, Take My Hand
Please Use the Hymnal

Post-communion Prayer
P: We thank you, O God, that you have strengthened our hearts through

this feast of life and salvation. Shine the light of Christ on our path, that
we may do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you, now and

forever.
C: Amen.

Blessing
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.

Amen.
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Sending Hymn #785

When Peace Like a River
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Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828—1888
Music: VILLE DU HAVRE, Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876
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Postlude

Dismissal

P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

C: Thanks be to God.

Today’s Worship Leaders:
Pastor Sara Funkhouser
Chrissie Goldstein
Julie Moe
Carolyn Boswell & Lynne Greenup
Julie Moe (1st & psalm)
Chris Foss (2nd)
Vicki Cook

Next Week’s Readings
First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
Psalm: Psalm 67
Second Reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
Gospel: Matthew 15:21-28
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Communion Assistant
Ushers

Lectors

Altar Care



Announcements:

Take Us Out to the Ballgame! Thank you to everyone who expressed
interest in going to a Seattle Mariners game with Luther Memorial this Fall.
We are happy to share that we will be heading to the game on Saturday,
September 5th! The game is at 6:40 P.M. against the Athletics. Our seats
will be in right field, with minimal stairs. We have reserved 23 spots, 3 of
which are ADA seats, but can always add more if there is even greater interest.
As the game gets closer, we will coordinate heading down to the game together
on the Link from church, for those who are interested in doing so. If you are
interested in attending, please submit your name and payment to the office.
Suggested donation is $30, but we will be able to assist any who need help
covering the cost. Please contact Pastor Sara if you have any questions. We're
excited for this outing together!

Book Club: Our book club is meeting again on Saturday, August 15th at
10:30 A.M. on Zoom to discuss the book The Penguin Lessons by Tom
Michell. All are welcome to join!

August Grief Group Schedule: Our grief group will be gathering during
the following times in August. As always, if you are interested in the grief
group, but are unable to attend any of these sessions, please talk to Pastor
Sara.

e Saturday, August 15th at 11:30 A.M. on Zoom

e Tuesday, August 18th at 11:00 A.M.

e Thursday, August 27th at 2:00 P.M.

PAGE 18



Food Pantry Donations: We will not be having specific food pantry
donation themes this summer, but any donation you make is still greatly
appreciated, as the need for food in our community remains high. Thank you
so much for your generosity! Below are some specific items that are always
requested:

Canned chicken

Canned fish

Shelf stable milk

Ramen noodles

Canned fruit or fruit cups

Bread

Tortillas

English muffins

Bagels

Tortillas

Anything else that you find which is a good buy
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AUG, SUN

AUG, MON

AUG, TUE

AUG, THU

AUG, FRI

Upcoming Events

10:30 - 11:30am
4 - 6pm

6:30 - 7:30pm

6:45 - 7:45pm

6:30 - 9pm

6 - 9:30pm

12 = 1pm

6 - 8pm

In-Person & Live Stream Worship Sanctuary
Skandia Society Rehearsal Celebration Hall

NA Pink Progress Club Celebration Hall

NA - Afterparty Group Celebration Hall

Seattle Photograph Society 1 Celebration Hall

Sound Harmony Sanctuary

Pause for Prayer Zoom

NAMI Library

Copyrights and permissions:

Portions of this service are taken from Evangelical Lutheran Worship/Sundays and Seasons, © 2006, and UCC Worship Ways.
Used by permission under license #SAS013955
The hymn, What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine, is © by Augsburg Fortress
All used by permission under OneLicense.net #A-71913
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