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Worship for Sunday, 19 July 2026 

+ 8th Sunday after Pentecost, Year A 
 

Actively Sharing Christ's Love in Community 

______________________________________ 

 

Prelude​ ​  

 

Confession and Forgiveness ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Please Stand  

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 

In your mercy, call us back to you. 

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 

Restore us to dwell in your peace. 

In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 

 

Jesus says, “Come to me, 

all you who are weary 

and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.” 

In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Rest in God’s love. 

Amen. 

 

You may be seated.  
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Gathering Hymn #689​ ​ ​ ​ Praise and Thanksgiving   

 

 

Apostolic Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray: 

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness 

and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that 

we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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Welcome and Announcements 

 

First Reading  Isaiah 44:6-8 

Thus says the Lord, the Sovereign of Israel, 

  and Israel’s Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: 

 I am the first and I am the last; 

  besides me there is no god. 

Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, 

  let them declare and set it forth before me. 

 Who has announced from of old the things to come? 

  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 

Do not fear, or be afraid; 

  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 

  You are my witnesses! 

 Is there besides me any other deity? 

  There is no other rock; I know not one. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm 86:11-17​    ​ ​ ​ Please Read Responsively 
 

Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth; 

  give me an undivided heart to revere your name. 

I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, 

  and glorify your name for evermore. 

For great is your love toward me; 

  you have delivered me from the pit of death. 

The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent 

people seeks my life; 

  they have not set you before their eyes. 

But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, 

  slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 

Turn to me and have mercy on me; 

  give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your 

handmaid. 

Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put 

to shame; 

  because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me. 
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Second Reading   Romans 8:12-25 

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to 

live according to the flesh—for if you live according to the flesh, you 

will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you 

will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 

For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 

have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is 

that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of 

God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with 

Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with Christ so that we may also be glorified 

with Christ. 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 

comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation 

waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for 

the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will 

of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set 

free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory 

of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been 

groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we 

ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while 

we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we 

were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what 

is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 

patience. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

Gospel Acclamation              ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Please Stand 
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Gospel   Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

P: The holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th Chapter 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The dominion of 

heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his 

field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed 

weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants 

came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And the 

slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not 

sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come 

from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, 

‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; for 

in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 

Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I 

will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles 

to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 

Then Jesus left the crowds and went into the house. And his 

disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the 

weeds of the field.” Jesus answered, “The one who sows the good seed 

is the Son-of-Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the 

children of God’s dominion; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 

and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of 

the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and 

burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son-of-Man 

will send his angels, and they will collect out of his dominion all causes 

of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of 

fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the 

righteous will shine like the sun in the dominion of their Father. Let 

anyone with ears listen!” 

  

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ 

Sermon​  
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Hymn of the Day NCH #608​ ​ ​ Christ Shall Come Again    

 
 

Copyright @ 1989 Hope Publishing Company 
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Apostles’ Creed 

 

​ ​ I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

​ ​ creator of heaven and earth. 

 

​ ​ I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

​ ​ who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

​ ​ born of the virgin Mary, 

​ ​ suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

​ ​ was crucified, died, and was buried; 

​ ​ he descended to the dead.* 

​ ​ On the third day he rose again; 

​ ​ he ascended into heaven, 

​ ​ he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

​ ​ and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

​ ​ I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

​ ​ the holy catholic church, 

​ ​ the communion of saints, 

​ ​ the forgiveness of sins, 

​ ​ the resurrection of the body, 

​ ​ and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers and Peace 

P: God of grace,  

C: Hear our prayer.  

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

From your place in the congregation, feel free to share a sign of 

peace with other members of the assembly. 

 

Offering​​  

 

Offertory  
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Offertory Prayer                     ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Please stand 

 

P: Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 

so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

  

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Liturgy 

 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 

you have brought us this far along the way. 

  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 

but guided us into the path of love and light. 

In every age you sent prophets 

to make known your loving will for all humanity. 

The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 

our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant 

to preach good news to the afflicted, 

to break bread with the outcast and despised, 

and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, 

we await the day when Jesus shall return 

to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. 

Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen. 

Amen. 

  

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 

to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup 

with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen. 

Amen. 

  

Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every 

age, that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 

we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Creator, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer  

 

​ ​ Our Father in heaven, 

​ ​ ​ hallowed be your name, 

​ ​ ​ your kingdom come, 

​ ​ ​ your will be done, 

​ ​ ​ on earth as in heaven. 

​ ​ Give us today our daily bread. 

​ ​ Forgive us our sins 

​ ​ ​ as we forgive those 

​ ​ ​ who sin against us. 

​ ​ Save us from the time of trial 

​ ​ ​ and deliver us from evil. 

​ ​ For the kingdom, the power, 

​ ​ ​ and the glory are yours, 

​ ​ ​ now and forever. Amen. 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion        ​ ​ ​ You may be seated 

Please proceed up the center aisle to pick up a piece of bread from the Presiding 

minister and a glass of either wine or grape juice from the assisting minister.  

There will be a basket off to the side where you can dispose of your used cup. The 

communion bread is all gluten free, but does contain honey.  All are welcome to 

receive from Christ’s table.  

You may also come forward with your arms crossed to receive a blessing. 
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Communion Hymn #484​ ​ ​ You Satisfy the Hungry Heart  
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Communion Hymn #465​ ​ ​ As the Grains of Wheat 

 

 

Post-communion Prayer  

P: Compassionate God, 

through the gifts of bread and wine 

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 

Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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Blessing 

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

Sending Hymn #781​ ​ ​ Children of the Heavenly Father  

 

Postlude​ 
 

Dismissal 

P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Pastor Sara Funkhouser​​ ​ ​ ​ Preacher/Presider  ​ ​  

Chrissie Goldstein​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Musician 

Leia Smith​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Communion Assistant 

Mark Chapman & Christine Lawson​​ ​ Ushers 

Julie Moe (1st & Psalm)​​ ​ ​ ​ Lectors 

Chris Foss (2nd) 

Laurie Meade​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Broadview Transport 

Chris Foss ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Altar Care 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5-12 

Psalm: Psalm 119:129-136 

Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39 

Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

 

Announcements:  

 

Pastor Sara's Summer Schedule: As she has mentioned, Pastor Sara will be in 

and out of the office quite a bit this summer. Below is a list of the dates when she 

will be gone. For any pastoral care needs, please contact Pastor Gail; for anything 

else, please contact Jian in the office.  

●​ July 21st-August 3rd 

●​ August 20th-23rd 

 

Food Pantry Donations: We will not be having specific food pantry donation 

themes this summer, but any donation you make is still greatly appreciated, as the 

need for food in our community remains high. Thank you so much for your 

generosity! Below are some specific items that are always requested:  

●​ Canned chicken 

●​ Canned fish 

●​ Shelf stable milk 

●​ Ramen noodles  

●​ Canned fruit or fruit cups  

●​ Bread 

●​ Tortillas 

●​ English muffins 

●​ Bagels  

●​ Tortillas 

●​ Anything else that you find which is a good buy 
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Upcoming Events 
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Copyrights and permissions: 

Portions of this service are taken from Evangelical Lutheran Worship/Sundays and Seasons, © 2006, and UCC Worship Ways. 

Used by permission under license #SAS013955 

The hymn, Praise and Thanksgiving, is © by Oxford University Press (New York) 

The hymn, Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil, is © by Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church Forum, Inc. 

The hymn, As the Grains of Wheat, is © by GIA Publications, Inc. 

The hymn, You Satisfy the Hungry Heart, is © by International Liturgy Publications 

The hymn, Children of the Heavenly Father, is © by Augsburg Fortress 

All used by permission under OneLicense.net #A-71913 
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