
 

Luther Memorial Lutheran Church 

13047 Greenwood Ave N, Seattle, WA 98133 

Worship for Sunday, 12 July 2026 

+ 7th Sunday after Pentecost, Year A 
 

Actively Sharing Christ's Love in Community 

______________________________________ 

 

Prelude​ ​  

 

Confession and Forgiveness ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Please Stand  

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 

In your mercy, call us back to you. 

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 

Restore us to dwell in your peace. 

In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 

 

Jesus says, “Come to me, 

all you who are weary 

and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.” 

In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Rest in God’s love. 

Amen. 

 

You may be seated.  
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Gathering Hymn #726​ ​ ​ ​ Light Dawns on a Weary World   

 

 

Apostolic Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 

PAGE 2 



 

Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray: 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By 

your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow 

in faith, hope, and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

First Reading  Isaiah 55:10-13 

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 65:9-13​    ​ ​ ​ Please Read Responsively 
 

You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the 

river of God is full of water. 

  You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 

You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; 

  with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 

You crown the year with your goodness, 

  and your paths overflow with plenty. 

May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, 

  and the hills be clothed with joy. 

May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak 

themselves with grain; 

  let them shout for joy and sing. 

 

Second Reading   Romans 8:1-11 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you 

free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law, 

weakened by the flesh, could not do: sending God’s own Son in the 

likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, God condemned sin in the 

flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, 

who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For 

those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of 

the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on 

the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set 

the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that 

is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s 

law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please 

God. 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of 

God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does 

not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead 

because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit 

of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the one who 

raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also 

through this Spirit dwelling in you. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

C: Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel Acclamation              ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Please Stand 

 

Gospel   Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

P: The holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th Chapter 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such 

great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, 

while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things 

in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And in the sowing, 

some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other 

seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 

sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, 

they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other 

seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other 

seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some 

sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of 

the dominion of heaven and does not understand it, the evil one comes and 

snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 

As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word 

and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but 

endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on 

account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was 

sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the 

world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as 

for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 

understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 

hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

  

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ 
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Sermon​  

Hymn of the Day NCH #569​ ​ ​ Touch the Earth Lightly    
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Apostles’ Creed 

 

​ ​ I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

​ ​ creator of heaven and earth. 

 

​ ​ I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

​ ​ who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

​ ​ born of the virgin Mary, 

​ ​ suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

​ ​ was crucified, died, and was buried; 

​ ​ he descended to the dead.* 

​ ​ On the third day he rose again; 

​ ​ he ascended into heaven, 

​ ​ he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

​ ​ and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

​ ​ I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

​ ​ the holy catholic church, 

​ ​ the communion of saints, 

​ ​ the forgiveness of sins, 

​ ​ the resurrection of the body, 

​ ​ and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers and Peace 

P: God of grace,  

C: Hear our prayer.  

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

From your place in the congregation, feel free to share a sign of 

peace with other members of the assembly. 

 

Offering​​  

 

Offertory  
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Offertory Prayer                     ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Please stand 

 

P: Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 

so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

  

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Eucharistic Liturgy 

 

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 

you have brought us this far along the way. 

  

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us, 

but guided us into the path of love and light. 

In every age you sent prophets 

to make known your loving will for all humanity. 

The cry of the poor has become your own cry; 

our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. 

In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant 

to preach good news to the afflicted, 

to break bread with the outcast and despised, 

and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, 

we await the day when Jesus shall return 

to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. 

Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen. 

Amen. 

  

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, 

to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup 

with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. 

Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen. 

Amen. 

  

Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every 

age, 

that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, 

we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Creator, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer  

 

​ ​ Our Father in heaven, 

​ ​ ​ hallowed be your name, 

​ ​ ​ your kingdom come, 

​ ​ ​ your will be done, 

​ ​ ​ on earth as in heaven. 

​ ​ Give us today our daily bread. 

​ ​ Forgive us our sins 

​ ​ ​ as we forgive those 

​ ​ ​ who sin against us. 

​ ​ Save us from the time of trial 

​ ​ ​ and deliver us from evil. 

​ ​ For the kingdom, the power, 

​ ​ ​ and the glory are yours, 

​ ​ ​ now and forever. Amen. 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion        ​ ​ ​ You may be seated 

Please proceed up the center aisle to pick up a piece of bread from the Presiding 

minister and a glass of either wine or grape juice from the assisting minister.  

There will be a basket off to the side where you can dispose of your used cup. The 

communion bread is all gluten free, but does contain honey.  All are welcome to 

receive from Christ’s table.  

You may also come forward with your arms crossed to receive a blessing. 
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Communion Hymn #512​ ​ Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil 

 

Communion Hymn #479​ ​ ​ We Come to the Hungry Feast  
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Post-communion Prayer  

P: Compassionate God, 

through the gifts of bread and wine 

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 

Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Blessing 

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. 

C: Amen. 
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Sending Hymn #679​ ​ ​ ​ For the Fruit of All Creation  

 

PAGE 14 



 

Postlude​ 
 

Dismissal 

P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Today’s Worship Leaders: 

Pastor Sara Funkhouser​​ ​ ​ ​ Preacher/Presider  ​ ​  

Chrissie Goldstein​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Musician 

Julie Moe​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Communion Assistant 

Raj & Colleen Lingappaiah​ ​ ​ ​ Ushers 

McFarland Family​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Lectors 

Mary Hinderliter & Eric Zoeckler​ ​ ​ Broadview Transport 

Chris Foss ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Altar Care 

 

Next Week’s Readings 

First Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8 

Psalm: Psalm 86:11-17 

Second Reading: Romans 8:12-25 

Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

 

Announcements:  

Pastor Sara's Summer Schedule: As she has mentioned, Pastor Sara will be in 

and out of the office quite a bit this summer. Below is a list of the dates when she 

will be gone.  

●​ July 21st-August 3rd 

●​ August 20th-23rd 

 

July Grief Group Schedule: Our grief group will be gathering during the 

following times in July. As always, if you are interested in the grief group, but are 

unable to attend any of these sessions, please talk to Pastor Sara.  

●​ Tuesday, July 14th at 11:00 A.M.  

●​ Wednesday, July 15th at 2:00 P.M.  

●​ Saturday, July 18th at 11:30 A.M. on Zoom 

 

An Evening of Drama: Join Compass Broadview and Luther Memorial on 

Friday, July 17th, at 7:00 P.M. for a free play! The Bread & Roses Theatre Company 

will be performing Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream. All are welcome to 

join, and please invite others who you think would wish to attend! 

 

Book Club: Join us as we discuss, A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman; we will 

meet on Zoom at 10:30 A.M. on Saturday, July 18th. All are welcome to join!  
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Karen Senior's Memorial Service: The Memorial Service for Karen Senior will 

be held here at Luther Memorial on Friday, July 17th, at 12:00 P.M. There will be a 

reception to follow. All are invited to attend as we remember the life of this 

long-time member. 

 

Food Pantry Donations: We will not be having specific food pantry donation 

themes this summer, but any donation you make is still greatly appreciated, as the 

need for food in our community remains high. Thank you so much for your 

generosity! Below are some specific items that are always requested:  

●​ Canned chicken 

●​ Canned fish 

●​ Shelf stable milk 

●​ Ramen noodles  

●​ Canned fruit or fruit cups  

●​ Bread 

●​ Tortillas 

●​ English muffins 

●​ Bagels  

●​ Tortillas 

●​ Anything else that you find which is a good buy 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

  

Copyrights and permissions: 

Portions of this service are taken from Evangelical Lutheran Worship/Sundays and Seasons, © 2006, and UCC Worship Ways. 

Used by permission under license #SAS013955 

The hymn, Light Dawns on a Weary World, is © by GIA Publications, Inc. 

The hymn, Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil, is © by Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church Forum, Inc. 

The hymn, We Come to the Hungry Feast, is © by Augsburg Fortress 

The hymn, For the Fruit of All Creation, is © by Hope Publishing Company (ASCAP) 

All used by permission under OneLicense.net #A-71913 
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