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Some Highlights From Our Spring/Early Summer!  

 

 
Our gracious 75th Anniversary Planning Co-chairs, Julie and Heidi!  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A generous donation for our food pantry from Whittier Elementary. 



 
 
 

 



 
“Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many 

generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of the streets 
to live in.”   

-Isaiah 58: 12 
 
 
 

 
 

The verse above is set within the context of Isaiah instructing the Israelites about what it means to actually worship 

God, and not just do whatever is convenient for them. Like many of the prophets, Isaiah is tasked with reminding people that 

God doesn’t want burnt offerings or the noise of their worship if their lives are not going to be lived in such a way that shows 

their love for God and everything that God has created. This isn’t just an abstract idea, but a tangible reality since the prophet 

is speaking to the Israelites who are preparing to return from exile in Babylon. As I have mentioned before, it wasn’t those 

who were returning that experienced the removal from their homes, but it was their ancestors; however, it is the generations 

Isaiah is speaking to who bear the impacts of their ancestors' choices. There will be many challenges for them as they return 

to a land that was still occupied by the Israelites who were not exiled, and they have to navigate a way forward together.  

Our society today knows much about division and attempting to figure out what it means to live together in 

community with others who have similar identities but different ideas about what that faithfulness should look like, just as the 

church has been wrestling with throughout the previous centuries. It may feel daunting, and even more challenging for us 

today, but it is nothing that we haven’t seen before in history. I chose the promise from this chapter of Isaiah, but I encourage 

you to look at Isaiah 58: 1-12 to see the larger context in which Isaiah is making this promise on behalf of God. Largely, Isaiah is 

declaring what will come about when people care for one another and tend to their needs; when the hungry are fed, the 

naked are clothed, the people experiencing homelessness are welcomed into shelter. These promises of communal restoration 

will happen when we see each other as a part of a larger community instead of individuals existing together.  

One of the things that I loved about this congregation when I interviewed was your mission statement: Actively 

Sharing Christ’s Love in Community. What I loved even more was that this statement is genuinely a central value of this 

congregation and not just some words to make us feel better about ourselves. And, as this month marks the beginning of my 

5th year as your pastor, I am so deeply amazed at the ways that we have lived this out. I look out my window and I see the 

community garden plots bursting with new life. I hear the children’s laughter as they ride their bikes around the parking lot 

and say, “hey, I know you!” I watch the calendar fill up with different community groups almost every day, from the 

celebration of life milestones to music rehearsals to support in recovery. I see our food-insecure neighbors being fed on a daily 

basis.  

​ So often, people in the church emphasize attendance and offering numbers. While it obviously matters that we have 

people in worship and that we have the funds needed to pay staff and keep the lights on, church is about so much more than 

just those statistics. Church is what happens when we show up for one another, walking alongside each other throughout all 

that life brings our way. It is about actively sharing Christ’s love in community, whether that be through the preaching of the 

Good News on Sunday morning or a smile and popsicle on a warm summer day when school lets out for the summer. As our 

summer plans keep us close to home or take us far away in our travels, may we continue to share the love of Christ with those 

around us in word and deed, as that is how we transform our communities for the better, one interaction at a time.  

Peace,  

Pastor Sara Funkhouser​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

pastorsara@luthermemorialseattle.com 

mailto:pastorsara@luthermemorialseattle.com


 

 
 
 
Dear Luther Memorial Friends in Christ, 
 
Summer is almost here as we are enjoying our long hours of daylight! 
 
Over the summer, your council and different church committees will continue to organize 
activities and to work on making improvements to our church and community. 
 
As you plan your summer vacations, we ask that you continue to join us in our worship services each week as you 
are able, whether in-person or online.  
 
Have an enjoyable and safe summer! 
 
 
Peace,          
 
Raj Lingappaiah 

LMLC Council President 

Cell: (206) 683-6311 

E-mail: council@luthermemorialseattle.com 
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In-Person & YouTube Live Stream Worship Sunday @ 10:30am 
 
For live stream events: https://www.youtube.com/@luthermemoriallutheranchur8764/streams. You will see a list 
of scheduled (marked “UPCOMING”) and past events. When the event goes live, you will be able to watch the event 
in real-time. When the event is complete, the event will be recorded and saved as a video for you to watch. 
We suggest you subscribe to our YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/@luthermemoriallutheranchur8764, 
then click on the bell icon to turn on the notifications, it will send you email notifications for upcoming events. 
 
*We apologize for the occasional technical difficulties, but we do our best to have each service livestreamed.  

 

 

 

Tuesday 9:00am – 3:00pm (Pastor Sara Funkhouser) 

Wednesday: 9:00am – 2:00pm (Pastor Sara Funkhouser) 

Thursday: 9:00am – 3:00pm (Pastor Sara Funkhouser) 

Friday: 9:00am – 2:00pm (Pastor Sara Funkhouser) 

Monday - Friday: 8:00am – 12:00pm (Jian Zhang) 

 

 
 

Recent Worship Attendance 
 

Sunday, 3, May 2026 - 41 
Sunday, 10, May 2026 - 48 
Sunday, 17, May 2026 - 36 
Sunday, 24, May 2026 - 28 
Sunday, 31, May 2026 - 44 
Sunday, 7, June 2026 - 38 

Sunday, 14, June 2026 - 45 
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Age to Age Initiative:  

​ We are excited to share that Luther Memorial has been accepted into Cohort 3 with the Age to Age Initiative 
through Capital University in Columbus, Ohio! This program is focused on a Lilly Endowment Initiative: Nurturing 
Children through Worship and Prayer. The focus of Cohort 3 will be innovating ministry with neurodivergent 
children and children living with disabilities. Pastor Sara will be gone June 22nd-25th for the kickoff of this cohort!  

​ As a part of this program, we will have a team within the congregation working together with a Coach, and 
connecting with other congregations in our cohort, to listen to the needs of the community and implement an 
experiment within our congregation. Thanks to the Lilly grant, it will not cost us anything to participate in this 
program, and we will be receiving a $1000 grant to cover the cost of conducting our experiment. We are still 
learning more about everything that will go into this, but we are excited to be included as we focus on creating an 
even more welcoming community! If you are interested in learning more, or being a part of the congregational 
team that meets monthly to plan and run the experiment, please contact Pastor Sara.  

For more information, you can also visit their website: https://www.agetoage.capital/home 

Lutheran World Relief 
 

This year for the spring appeal we were able to send 4 Quilts, 15 health kits and 12 Baby Care kits.  Thank you to 
everyone that helped put everything together.   

Little Free Food Pantry  

The Luther Memorial Free Little Panty continues to be a much needed food resource for our community.  We just 
put out our new cabinet, which we hope will better serve those who are coming to receive food. Thank you for your 
continued support in both money gifts and food contributions! As we head into summer, you will find some 
suggestions below of items that we regularly run out of, but anything you donate is much appreciated.  
 

●​ Tinned meat: 
○​    Tuna 
○​    Spam 
○​    Sardines 
○​    Chicken  

●​ Shelf stable milk 
●​ Ramen Noodles 
●​ Bread 
●​ Bagels 
●​ English Muffins 

 
Mary Hinderliter 
Diane Chapman 
Co Chairs 

 

https://www.agetoage.capital/home


Property and Maintenance: 

A big thank you to Mark, Christine, Pastor Sara and Emily for moving chairs and setting up the Sanctuary for Easter. 
Thanks to Bill for stabilizing the flower cross and to those who filled it so beautifully. Applause to Bill for making all 
the pancakes and to those who bought food, set up, served and cleaned up Easter breakfast.                                   

Early April we had a yard clean up and planting event with mowing, weeding and planting the Easter flowers. 
Thanks to Lynne, Leia, Linda and Laurie for the work done and anyone else we missed. 

The furnace valve was switched to the summer mode, and we are exploring ways of keeping the Sanctuary a bit 
cooler during the summer months.  

A task list was made by Marilyn and Laurie and presented to Council to give a heads up of things needing to be 
accomplished in the coming months. 

The candle sconce wicks on the rock wall were all replaced with new ones by Mark C. and Laurie. Thank you Mark 
for mostly taking over the job of refilling them with oil on a regular basis.  

Bill did a big yard clean up in the SE corner of the property. More wood chips were placed under the stained glass 
wall on the east side. The raised beds not being used have been weeded and garden soil added to the beds that 
needed more. 

Marilyn and Laurie vacuumed and cleaned out the 3 heat pumps and will schedule James Colver (whose company 
put in the new furnace and heat pumps) to come out and professionally clean them and do a furnace maintenance 
check. 

Bill assembled the new pantry cupboard and installed additional L brackets bought by Marilyn for extra shelf 
stability. 

Thank you to Carolyn for her continued diligence in keeping Celebration Hall clean, welcoming, and restocked. 

Plans are still in the works with Karen H. and Gordon for replacing the stair railings by the parking lot with a metal 
railing. Gordon will be talking to a company he has worked with before regarding the stair railing. The company has 
grown, and he will need to find out if they will still do a specialized job. 

Marilyn cleared out the entrance to the parking lot and it looks great! 

Also, Bill, with help from Mark, placed the new pantry outside and put the old one in the former nursery area for 
additional pantry storage. 

Laurie Meade  
Marilyn Enloe 
Property Committee Members  
 

Memorial Garden:  
​ The Memorial Garden Committee met at the end of May, and they are discussing plans for the new 
Memorial Garden to go at the South end of our parking lot, in what is currently the area between the fence and the 
parking lot which is being overrun by weeds. More information will be coming about that, as they continue to work 
through the logistics of both the landscaping project and a policy for the burial of ashes.  





 


