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A Glimpse at our Winter Activities 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 
“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; 

it is the gift of God—not the result of works, so that no one may boast.”   
 

-Ephesians 2: 8-9 
 
 

 
 
 

 

​  

This writing from Paul is one of the grounding tenets of our Lutheran theology. Yet the phrase, “saved by 

grace through faith alone,” sometimes gets tossed around so much in church that we have a hard time letting it 

settle into our hearts. The reality of this belief is that it is frequently challenged by the world around us. I know I am 

guilty of often responding with “busy” or “tired” when someone asks me how I am doing. It is so easy for our lives 

to be defined by our busyness, by what we do and all that we are producing. It feels challenging to dwell within this 

promise that we are saved by faith alone when the never-ending to-do lists fill our workspaces and phones. 

        ​ Lent and Holy Week are surely near the top of the list of busy church year seasons. But this time is also 

meant to be a season of slowing down, of paying attention as the days begin to grow a little longer, of sitting in our 

complicated and messy emotions. Lent is a season of paying attention to all the ways in which we have turned away 

from God, forsaking God for the new and shiny, the things in our world that promise quick fixes and fleeting 

satisfaction. Lent is a season that exists as the opposite of the reality of our world, a reminder of the love and grace 

we have already received as a free gift from God.  

        ​ We are nearing the end of our Lenten season and quickly approaching springtime and Easter. I hope that we 

are able to take some of these lessons from our Lenten journey together into these new seasons. As the pace of the 

world picks up around us again, with more sunlight and warmer weather, may you take time to enjoy the world 

around you. Delight in the little things! Do something kind for your neighbor! Smile at a stranger! Love the world 

that God so created with care because we have first been loved by God!  

        ​ I know that my schedule gets even busier as the next few months come along, but I am challenging myself to 

find ways to slow down a little bit. To resist the hustle and the push to forgo rest for the sake of getting one more 

thing done. I hope that you will join me on this journey, as we see where God is calling us in this new season of life, 

and lean into where our passions meet the needs of the world around us! 

 

 

 

Peace,  

Pastor Sara Funkhouser​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

206-364-2510 

pastorsara@luthermemorialseattle.com 

mailto:pastorsara@luthermemorialseattle.com


 
 
 
Dear Luther Memorial Friends in Christ, 
 
Welcome to Spring!  Pay no attention to the snow we had last week; just look at those bright 
cherry blossoms. 
 
The Lenten season started last month with Ash Wednesday service, and then Lenten Soup Suppers on Wednesdays 
through March 25th. 
 
Holy Week will wrap up the season with Maundy Thursday dinner at 6:30 PM (April 2), Good Friday service at 6:30 
PM (April 3), and Easter Sunday service (April 5). 
 
Celebrations on Easter Sunday include LMLC's famous Pancake Breakfast starting at 9:00 AM and an Easter egg hunt 
for the younger ones before church service. 
 
We have new and returning members on your church council, with some returning members serving in new roles.  
We look forward to working with the LMLC congregation over the next year. 
 
Luther Memorial’s 2026 Council Officers:  
President: Raj Lingappiah 
Vice-President: Elaine Hardin 
Secretary: Donna Smith 
Treasurer: Bob Johnson, in partnership with Dave Cederberg 
 
Peace,          
          
 

 

 

 

Raj Lingappaiah 

LMLC Council President 

Cell: (206) 683-6311 

E-mail: council@luthermemorialseattle.com 
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In-Person & YouTube Live Stream Worship Sunday @ 10:30am 

 
For live stream events: https://www.youtube.com/@luthermemoriallutheranchur8764/streams. You will see a list 
of scheduled (marked “UPCOMING”) and past events. When the event goes live, you will be able to watch the event 
in real-time. When the event is complete, the event will be recorded and saved as a video for you to watch. 
We suggest you subscribe to our YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/@luthermemoriallutheranchur8764, 
then click on the bell icon to turn on the notifications, it will send you email notifications for upcoming events. 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 9:00am – 3:00pm (Pastor Sara Funkhouser) 

Wednesday: 9:00am-10:00am; 12:00pm – 2:00pm (Pastor Sara Funkhouser) 

Thursday: 9:00am – 3:00pm (Pastor Sara Funkhouser) 

Friday: 9:00am – 2:00pm (Pastor Sara Funkhouser) 

Monday - Friday: 8:00am – 12:00pm (Jian Zhang) 

 

 
 

Recent Worship Attendance 
 

Sunday, 1, February 2026 - 40 
Sunday, 8, February 2026 - 43 

Sunday, 15, February 2026 - 49 
Ash Wednesday, 18, February 2026 - 25 

Sunday, 22, February 2026 - 48 
Sunday, 1, March 2026 - 45 
Sunday, 8, March 2026 - 40 

Sunday, 15, March 2026 - 45 
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https://www.youtube.com/@luthermemoriallutheranchur8764
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Age to Age Initiative:  

​ We are excited to share that Luther Memorial has been accepted into Cohort 3 with the Age to Age Initiative 
through Capital University in Columbus, Ohio! This program is focused on a Lilly Endowment Initiative: Nurturing 
Children through Worship and Prayer. The focus of Cohort 3 will be innovating ministry with neurodivergent 
children and children living with disabilities. The program officially kicks off in June!  

​ As a part of this program, we will have a team within the congregation working together with a Coach, and 
connecting with other congregations in our cohort, to listen to the needs of the community and implement an 
experiment within our congregation. Thanks to the Lilly grant, it will not cost us anything to participate in this 
program, and we will be receiving a $1000 grant to cover the cost of conducting our experiment. We are still 
learning more about everything that will go into this, but we are excited to be included as we focus on creating an 
even more welcoming community! If you are interested in learning more, or being a part of the congregational 
team that meets monthly to plan and run the experiment, please contact Pastor Sara.  

For more information, you can also visit their website: https://www.agetoage.capital/home 

Little Free Food Pantry  

A big thank you to the congregation for your support, cash contributions and in-kind giving, for the pantry. 
We are also thankful to our school partners Whittier Elementary and Broadview-Thomson K-8 for their continued 
support. Thank you to Keiko Long for applying to the ELCA to secure a $500 grant for the pantry from ELCA World 
Hunger.   

 
We also have new volunteers!  Mark Chapman and Christine Lawson are filling the pantry on Saturdays. We are now 
again able to fill the pantry 7 days a week, and of course most days the pantry is empty.  Each month we have an 
emphasis, but be assured, anything you donate will be welcome and is greatly appreciated!  
Suggestions: 

Fruit: Apples, Pears, Oranges, Avocados, onion, potatoes and carrots 
Canned goods of any kind especially chili, pasta, hearty soups, chicken, tuna and fruit 
Personal Hygiene: soap, tooth brushes, travel toothpaste, travel deodorant, Kleenex and TP 
Shelf staple milk, cereal, juice and granola bars. 

 
Mary Hinderliter 
Diane Chapman 
Co Chairs 
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Property and Maintenance report from Laurie and Marilyn 

Thank you to those of you that helped with maintenance. 

Lynne cut back the fuchsias and the dead areas of the rhododendrons. The hydrangeas were pruned back and the 
tree by the parking lot door was trimmed back. 

Our contract with Church Mutual concerning the smoke detection monitoring was terminated January 31st.             
The church purchased 4 smoke/CO2 detectors to add to the 2 additional ones we have. New batteries were placed 
in those. Sarah M.’s husband, Chris, who installs smoke detectors, generously donated his time to come in and 
install the 4 new ones in the appropriate areas. The 4 new detectors are synced with Pastor Sara, Jian, and Laurie’s 
phones to alert us if smoke or CO2 is present. 

Bill and Laurie cleaned off the Greenwood outside of the building and partially the north end of the building.  Laurie 
also scrubbed out the pantry. 

Outdoor faucets were covered and a slow trickle started in the Sacristy sink when the temperature dropped to 
freezing. 

Bill removed the music supply closet door and picked up a new door and hardware at Frank, the door store, and 
installed it. Thank you to Gordon for doing the ordering! 

The custodian closet was cleaned out and reorganized with lots of unusable items disposed of thanks to Laurie.  

Gordon brought in a mold killer spray which Bill used around one of the Narthex ceiling lights, from a water leak in 
the past before the roof was replaced. That area will be replaced eventually. 

Church Mutual came in to do a utility inspection. We have yet to hear results. 

Laurie took the 4 fire extinguishers to AAA Fire and had them checked and inspected. This is a yearly obligation. One 
needed recharging and all 4 are back and good for another year. 

The AED was checked. It is charged and ready to be used if needed, and sits on a shelf in between the bathrooms. 

There have been discussions for 3 issues . One is replacing the stair rails along the steps leading to the parking lot 
door, as well as a discussion of how to securely store the handbell cases. A yard clean-up day has been planned 
prior to Easter.  

Laurie revised the Usher duties instruction sheet and it should be available on the desk in the back of the Sanctuary. 

Finally, thank you to Lynne, Karen and Sarah M. for volunteering to help with the Property and Maintenance 
committee. Marilyn and I are very grateful. 

And thank you Carolyn for our holiday decorations in Celebration Hall! It is a much cheerier place.                             



 





 


